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medical corps of the three military 
services. 

Dr. Rice has collaborated closely 
with the leadership of the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center and 
the leadership throughout the Military 
Health System. He has reached out to 
provide more support to the national 
network of Military Treatment Facili-
ties to forge a ‘‘unity of effort.’’ Dr. 
Rice has also worked with the National 
Institutes of Health and other Federal 
agencies to advance education, re-
search, and health care for our Na-
tion’s military beneficiaries and civil-
ian communities. 

As president, Dr. Rice founded the 
Post Graduate Dental College and cre-
ated several new graduate degree pro-
grams, including public health edu-
cational activities. Through these ef-
forts, Dr. Rice has helped USU to be-
come a multidimensional health 
sciences university dedicated to ad-
vancing the mission of the Military 
Health System. 

Prior to USU, Dr. Rice had a distin-
guished career in academic medicine 
and public service. He served as vice 
chancellor for Health Affairs and vice 
dean of the College of Medicine, Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago. Pre-
viously, he was professor and chairman 
of surgery at University of Texas 
Southwestern. Dr. Rice also was a Rob-
ert Woods Johnson Fellow for former 
majority leader Senator Tom Daschle 
from 1991 to 1992. 

Dr. Rice was professor and vice chair-
man, University of Washington Depart-
ment of Surgery. Before that, he was 
director of the intensive care unit at 
Michael Reese Hospital and Medical 
Center in Chicago. Prior to Michael 
Reese Hospital, Dr. Rice was assistant 
professor of surgery at the Pritzker 
School of Medicine, University of Chi-
cago. Dr. Rice has had extensive train-
ing with the U.S. Navy Medical Corps 
in Bethesda and in San Diego. 

Dr. Rice has deep experience with the 
Nation’s civilian academic health com-
munity and the Military Health Sys-
tem. He has brought this knowledge to 
benefit the USU, and he leaves it a bet-
ter place. I wish to commend Dr. Rice 
for his service to the Uniformed Serv-
ices University and to the Nation.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RYAN DONNELLY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ryan Donnelly, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Ryan is a graduate of South Dakota 
State University in Brookings, SD, 
having earned a degree in agricultural 
business. This fall, Ryan will attend 
the University of South Dakota to pur-
sue a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration. Ryan is a dedicated 
worker who has been committed to get-
ting the most out of his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Ryan Donnelly for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 

continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LANE HASKELL 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Lane Haskell, an intern in 
my Rapid City, SD, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Lane is a graduate of St. Thomas 
More High School in Rapid City, SD. 
Currently, Lane is attending the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame where he is ma-
joring in Spanish and political science. 
Lane is a dedicated worker who has 
been committed to getting the most 
out of his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Lane Haskell for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO GRAYSON KIELHOLD 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Grayson Kielhold, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Grayson is a graduate of O’Gorman 
High School in Sioux Falls, SD. Cur-
rently, Grayson is attending the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln where he 
is majoring in marketing. Grayson is a 
dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of his 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Grayson Kielhold for all 
of the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO STERLING NIELSEN 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Sterling Nielsen, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Sterling is a graduate of St. Olaf Col-
lege in Northfield, MN, having earned a 
degree in economics. Currently, Ster-
ling is attending the University of 
South Dakota School of Law. Sterling 
is a dedicated worker who has been 
committed to getting the most out of 
his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Sterling Nielsen for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO BEN ROGERS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ben Rogers, an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Ben is a graduate of O’Gorman High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently, 
Ben is attending Creighton University 
where he is majoring in economics and 

political science. Ben is a dedicated 
worker who has been committed to get-
ting the most out of his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Ben Rogers for all of the 
fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BOBBY JOHNSON 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC. 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, small 
businesses and entrepreneurs are 
known for their toughness and can-do 
attitude, understanding full well the 
importance of quality equipment and 
services to get jobs done right the first 
time. For their commitment to pro-
viding north Louisiana and the sur-
rounding Ark-La-Tex region with the 
heavy machinery to keep the region 
moving, this week I am glad to an-
nounce Bobby Johnson Equipment 
Company, Inc., of Oil City, LA, as 
Small Business of the Week. 

In 1973, Bobby Johnson opened his 
namesake equipment company in Oil 
City, LA, with the goal of serving the 
tristate Ark-La-Tex region with qual-
ity heavy equipment products and serv-
ices. With a staff boasting over 100 
combined years of engine and mechan-
ical experience, Bobby Johnson Equip-
ment quickly grew in sales and cus-
tomer satisfaction. As a family-owned 
and operated truck dealer, Mr. Johnson 
and his employees work directly with 
Ark-La-Tex companies to provide 
heavy duty trucks, truck parts, trail-
ers, and equipment. 

Today Bobby Johnson Equipment 
Company has become one of north Lou-
isiana’s largest suppliers of new and 
used parts and services, servicing the 
transportation, construction, and oil 
and natural gas industries. Conven-
iently located in Louisiana’s northwest 
region, Bobby Johnson Equipment 
Company provides services to folks in 
and around Little Rock, AR, Tulsa, OK, 
Jackson, MS, and Dallas, Fort Worth, 
and Houston, TX, in addition to their 
far-reaching online sales operation. 

Congratulations again to Bobby 
Johnson Equipment Company, Inc., for 
being selected as Small Business of the 
Week, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING H2O, INC. 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, Lou-
isiana is blessed to have an abundance 
of natural resources, and as a result, 
many folks work in the energy indus-
try. In terms of creating jobs and sup-
plying oil and gas, offshore drilling in 
the Gulf of Mexico provides a lot for 
families and businesses across the 
State, as well as the Nation. For those 
working on the offshore rigs, safety is 
always a priority. As we approach the 
sixth anniversary of the Deepwater Ho-
rizon oil spill that took the lives of 11 
men and devastated our coasts, we 
must absolutely make sure the workers 
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